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it government, the erection of permanent buildings*
a scientific knowledge, nor the invention of a written
or recorded language or history* Were I asked to
define the requirements essential to civilization, I
should say that when a highly cultured race builds
cities, establishes an organized form of government,
enforces a code of laws, recognizes education, per-
forms engineering feats, has a social organization and
a religion, levies taxes, maintains an army, possesses
a knowledge of science, is self-supporting and en-
courages arts and industries, it has reached a state
which may be considered civilized.
The Aztecs, the Mayas and the Incas, as well as
other races, fulfilled all these requirements and more,
and yet, judged by our present-day standards, none
of those races was civilized. But judged by the same
standards, neither were the Egyptians, the Greeks,
the Romans nor our own ancestors of the Middle
Ages. And no doubt a few thousand years hence
our descendants will look back upon the twentieth
century and pity us for our primitive uncivilized
state. Hence it will be understood that when I em-
ploy the term civilization, it is only in a relative sense,
and as applied to all cultures which had risen ap-
preciably above the primitive state.
According to the above definition, we cannot well
include the mound-builders, the cliff-dwellers or the
Pueblos among the ancient civilizations of America,
although the former were probably the most ancient,
highly cultured race in North America, while the
Pueblos come very close to possessing a civilization.^
Probably the oldest of the highly developed cul-
tures or semicivilizations in Middle America was